Why would some of the Corinthians have denied the resurrection of the dead ? JAMES M. ROBINSON explains this as "the turgid fanaticism of those who have already risen and are living it up in glory" I) . This interpretation, deriving from 2 Timothy ii 18 where Hymenaeus and Philetus are attacked for teaching that "resurrection is past already", notes that the same word "already", although lacking in i Cor. xv 12, is found in I Cor. iv 8 "with all its heretical overtones".
Thus, by approaching the Corinthian situation through 2 Tim. ii 18, ROBINSON and others find that what would appear to be a denial of the resurrection is instead a "fanatical form of belief in the resurrection".
The other language and behavior of the Corinthians are then understood as manifestation of this "eschatological enthusiasm" or realized resurrection. This approach, however, may involve some questionable assumptions. The word "already" in I Cor. iv 8 may not be the key to the Corinthians' situation.
There is nothing in the text of i Cor. iv 8 to suggest that the "already" belongs to the language of the Corinthians. i Cor. iv 8 is a sarcastic formulation.
The "already" surely represents Paul's perception of the Corinthians' position. It is generally agreed in Pauline scholarship now that Paul thinks in terms of an eschatological reservation, in terms of "already ... The particular language of these Corinthians can be delineated by noting those aspects to which Paul reacts negatively.
The absence or relative insignificance of this language in Paul's other letters confirms that this language is that of the Corinthians-which Paul uses in his arguments against them. i Corinthians i-iv and xv have received the most scholarly attention and provide the best starting point for investigation of the Corinthians'
positions. From Paul's argument in i Cor. i 10-iii 23 it is clear that the divisiveness with which Paul is so concerned is closely connected with an obsession with sophia 6). In the midst of his elaborate word-play rejecting both rhetorical wisdom and soteriological wisdom he opposes sophia as a means of salvation in no uncertain terms: "Since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not
